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Preludes: "Open the Eyes of My Heart" 
 arr. by Mark Hayes 

 

“Amazing Grace” arr. by Mark Hayes 
 

Take the time to center heart and mind on God’s presence in worship. 

M a y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 4  S e v e n t h  S u n d a y  o f  E a s t e r  
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Call to Worship  - Choir 

 

(Please stand if you are able) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Luke 5:32 states: “I (meaning Jesus) have come to call not the righteous 
but sinners to repentance.” Let us confess our sins in the presence of one 
another and our God. 

Holy God, you pray for us but often we don’t bring our prayers to you. 
You bless us with your word and you protect us as we live in this world 
but we don’t always listen and follow your word. To often we go our 
own way. Gracious God, forgive us and be with us during our journey. 
Give us courage to trust in your care and love. Send your Holy Spirit into 
our lives that we may share your presence and love with each other and 
those we come in contact with. Amen. 

(Silent Confession) 

Psalm 86:5 reminds us:  “For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,  
abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you.” Our God is good and 
forgiving and God has heard our confessions. As a servant of God and by 
God’s authority I declare to you that out of God’s love for you God has 
forgiven you all your sins, in the name of the Father, +the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen! 
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Opening Hymn: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” Hymn 392 

 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

(Please be seated) 
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Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the 
powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit 
transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the 
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—
17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this minis-
try.”  21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the bap-
tism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these 
must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed 
two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthi-
as. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show 
us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he 
was added to the eleven apostles. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 1 

1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!  

2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s 
teaching day and night. 

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due sea-
son, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
4It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows 
away. 

5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor 
the sinner in the council of the righteous.   continued 
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6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked 
shall be destroyed. 

 

Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13 

9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this 
is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who be-
lieve in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do 
not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony 
that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God 
gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13I write 
these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that 
you may know that you have eternal life. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

(Please stand if you are able) 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. I will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord.  I am coming to 
you. Alleluia. (John 14:18) 

Gospel: John 17:6-19 

The holy gospel according to John Chapter 17.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave 
me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me 
is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
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they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am 
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave 
me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and 
I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 
in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you 
have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the 
one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now 
I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they 
may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your 
word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take 
them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 
16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me 
into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

Sermon:  “Jesus Prays for Us” 
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Hymn of the Day: “Son of God, Eternal Savior ” Hymn 655 

Intercessory Prayers 

Each petition ends: God of grace. 

Response is “hear our prayer.” 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Choir Anthem  "Hallelujah! Resurrection Day!" by Larry Shackley 

 

Receiving of Gifts 

Offering Prayer 

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we 
offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in 
the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 

(Please stand if you are able) 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and  
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Eucharistic Prayer 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With hearts full of memories and hopes, we break this bread and share 
this cup, remembering the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ, and 
his promise to be with us always as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come 
and eat at God’s table. 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

Communion Hymn: “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”, Hymn 494 
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Post Communion Prayer 

Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share 
the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 

Benediction 

Ministry Highlights 

Sending Hymn: “Crown Him with Many Crowns”, Hymn 855 
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Dismissal 

Postlude “They'll Know We Are Christians", arr. by Mark Hayes 
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T h o s e  w h o  m i n i s t e r e d  t h i s  d a y   

  May 12 May 19 

 Accompanist: Ann Knipping Julie Varilek 

 Choir Director: Ann Knipping Ann Knipping 

 Greeters: Janet Keller 

  &Randy Huber 

 Lector: Linda Schlitt Kaia Duke (from UNC) 

 Ushers: Jan & Larry Kilgore 

 Teller:  Ralie Deffenbaugh 

 Altar Care: Nancy Matson 

 Comm. Asst.: Sandy & Rich Stolte 

  & Roxy Hause 

 AV Engineer: Steve Peter Robbie Telfer 

 Flower Sponsor: Roxy Hause Roxy Hause 

 Flower Arranger: Sallie Brackman Sallie Brackman 

Flowers in memory of Roxy’s Mom, Grandmothers and Aunts 

T h i s  w e e k ’ s  c a l e n d a r  

 Sunday, May 12 9am Sunday Worship 

  10:30am Why Church in the Library 

 Wednesday, May 15  8am Sacred Space (Zoom online) 

   4pm Choir Rehearsal 

   6pm Acts Bible Study (Zoom online) 

 Thursday, May 16  1pm Quilters 

 Friday, May 17  Elevation Cleaning 

 Saturday, May 18  2pm Peak to Peak Concert—Local Vocals 

Our Worship is Recorded Contact Bruce Brackman if you have concerns. 
 


