Shepherd of the Mountains Lutheran Church
Preaching and presiding this day: Pastor Todd Bertani

Church Website: smlcestes.org
Office Email: secretary@smlcestes.org 970-586-3900
Pastoral Care: Pastor Todd Bertani, 707-688-6411

Mission Statement:
Shepherd of the Mountains Lutheran Church is a community of faith grounded in love for God and love for our neighbars.

April 27, 2025
2"% Sunday of Easter

Ann Knipping, Accompanist

Prelude: "This Joyful Eastertide" arr. by Christina Shehi and
"Easter Joy" arr. by Peter Benjamin



Welcome, Friends in Christ,

To assist in worship, this bulletin includes all portions of our service;
prayers, readings, hymns, congregational responses in bold, as well as
upcoming events.

We also provide activity bags for children. You may request these from
an usher to use during the service.

Whether you are first time visitors or long time friends returning to
share in worship with us, we are grateful for your presence today.

Liturgy: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003178. Scripture: Quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Music: Reprinted / streamed with permission under Sunday & Seasons.com #SAS003178

and/or ONE LICENSE #A-707376. All rights reserved.

Welcome: Pastor Todd Bertani

Call to Worship: "Rejoice, the Lord Is King" by Stan Pethel

(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit)
Call to Worship:
Christ is Risen!
Alleluia! He is Risen Indeed!
Reach out Your Hand and Touch Christ’s Side!
Do not Doubt but Believe!
Blessed are Those Who Have not Seen but Believe!

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!



Opening Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” Hymn 660
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

(Please be seated)

Kyrie (Congregation sings the highlighted text)
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded
hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your
mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 5:27-32

2’ When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, % saying, “We gave you strict
orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” *°
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than
any human authority. *° The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom
you had killed by hanging him on a tree. > God exalted him at his right
hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. *> And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 150

'Hallelujah! Praise God in the holy temple;

praise God in the mighty firmament. r"— 7 &
2 Praise God for mighty acts; o b f
praise God for exceeding greatness. 7

* Praise God with trumpet sound;
praise God with lyre and harp.
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% Praise God with tambourine and dance;
praise God with strings and pipe.

> Praise God with resounding cymbals;
praise God with loud clanging cymbals.

® Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8

* John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, >and from
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler
of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins
by his blood, ® and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

’ Look! He is coming with the clouds;

every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him;

and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.

So it is to be. Amen.

4] am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who
was and who is to come, the Almighty.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit)




Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.

Gospel: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to John Chapter 20. Glory to you, O Lord.

¥ When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” 29 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. **Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” **When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. *If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them:; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.”

**But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side,
| will not believe.”

%% A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” ® Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” * Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
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**Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book. **But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)
Sermon: Pastor Todd Bertani

Sermon Hymn: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” Hymn 674
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Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
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he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Intercessory Prayer

Each petition ends: “Hear us, O God”
Response is “Your mercy is great.”

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Choir Anthem: "Easter Carol" by Patti Drennan

Receiving of Gifts

(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit)
Offering Prayer

Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again, breathe your life into us,
and enliven us with this meal,

that we may live as your risen body in the world.

Amen.
10



Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

i
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“Holy, Holy, Holy”
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy God,
you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;

beneath the sea;

within each cell;

with every breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;

by night and day;

across the wilderness;

out of exile;

into the future.

We bless you, O God.
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We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life;

near to those who suffer;

beside the sinner;

among the poor;

with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way,

at the table,

and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.
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We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;

within this meal,;

among your people;

throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,

through Christ Jesus,

by your Spirit,

in your church,

without end.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

We commune by ‘Intinction’, by dipping the wafer in wine or grape juice.
We are all guests at God’s table. Everyone is invited to receive communion.

(Please be seated) AND[%{IANTK



Lamb of God
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Communion Hymn: “Spirit of Gentleness” Hymn 396
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Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940
Music: SPIRIT, James K. Manley
Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,

sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

Ministry Highlights

(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit)
Blessing

The triune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, T Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always.

Amen.
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Sending Hymn: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” Hymn 389
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Thank you for serving!

April 27 May 4
Accompanist: Ann Knipping Ann Knipping
Choir Director: Ann Knipping Ann Knipping
Greeter: Ed Acela OPEN
Lector: Josh Young Miriam Deffenbaugh
Ushers: Mike Wold Josh Young

Randy Huber Gary Wallace

osh Youn Ralie Deffenbaugh

Tellers: {)PEN ¢ Yosh Young °
Altar Care: OPEN OPEN

OPEN OPEN
Communion Asst: OPEN OPEN

OPEN OPEN
AV Engineer: Steve Peter Robbi Telfer
Fellowship Host: Linda Schlitt Quilting

Mike & Christine Kellam
Flower Sponsor: Leann Arnold 570 Anniversary
Flower Arranger: Paula Stensvaag OPEN
Calendar

Tuesday, April 29

8:00 a.m.—Total Fire—Annual Inspection
4:00 p.m.—Nancy Bell Rehearsal

Wednesday, April 30

8:00 a.m.—Sacred Space
4:00 p.m.—Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, May 1

1:00 p.m.—Quilters

Saturday May 3

2:00 p.m.—Peak to Peak Concert
“Local Vocals”
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