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Welcome, Friends in Christ,  

To assist in worship, this bulletin includes all portions of our service; 
prayers, readings, hymns, congregational responses in bold. 
We also provide activity bags for children.  You may request these from an 
usher to use during the service. 
Whether you are first time visitors or long time friends returning to 
share in worship with us, we are grateful for your presence today.  

Liturgy:  From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003178.  Scripture:  Quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Music:  Reprinted / streamed with permission under Sunday & Seasons.com #SAS003178 
and/or ONE LICENSE #A-707376. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast:  Text and Music:  Marty Haugen: ©1990, GIA Publications, Inc.  

 

Welcome:  Pastor Todd Bertani 

Call to Worship:  "Worship God with Music" by Natalie Sleeth 

(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit) 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,ᵻ one God, whose compassion endures 

forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

(Brief silence for reflection) 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
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Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, Father, ᵻ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: “Rise, O Sun of Righteousness”  Hymn 657 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus, the love of God and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Kyrie (Congregation sings the highlighted text) 
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Now The Feast (Refrain, Verse 1, Refrain) 
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Salutation 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the 
power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us 
to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 

First Reading: Ruth 1:1-22 

1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a 
certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, 
he and his wife and two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech and 
the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon 
and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went 
into the country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the 
husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 These took 
Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the 
other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon 
and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons 
and her husband. 

6 Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country 
of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had con-
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sidered his people and given them food. 7 So she set out from the place 
where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they 
went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her 
two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your mother’s house. May 
the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with 
me. 9 The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the house 
of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. 10 They 
said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 11 But Naomi 
said, “Turn back, my daughters. Why will you go with me? Do I still have 
sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my 
daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I 
thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight 
and bear sons, 13 would you then wait until they were grown? Would you 
then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more 
bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned 
against me.” 14 Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 
15 So she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and 
to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, 
“Do not press me to leave you, to turn back from following you! 
Where you go, I will go;  where you lodge, I will lodge; 
your people shall be my people and your God my God. 
17 Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. 
May the Lord do thus to me, and more as well, if even death parts me 
from you!” 
18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no 
more to her. 
19 So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they 
came to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and 
the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20 She said to them, 
“Call me no longer Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt 
bitterly with me. 
21 I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty;  why call me 
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Naomi when the Lord has dealt harshly with me and the Almighty has 
brought calamity upon me?” 
22 So Naomi returned together with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-
law, who came back with her from the country of Moab. They came to 
Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 63:1-8 

1 O God, you are my God; I seek you; 
my soul thirsts for you; 
my flesh faints for you, 
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
beholding your power and glory. 
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, 
my lips will praise you. 
4 So I will bless you as long as I live; 
I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 
5 My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, 
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips 
6 when I think of you on my bed 
and meditate on you in the watches of the night, 
7 for you have been my help, 
and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. 
8 My soul clings to you; 
your right hand upholds me. 

 

Grace Talk:  Ralie Deffenbaugh 
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(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit) 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:3-9 

The holy gospel according to Matthew Chapter 5. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated) 

 

Sermon:  Pastor Todd Bertani  “I Will Follow” 

First in a 4 part sermon series on the Book of Ruth, entitled “Holy Devotion” 
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Sermon Hymn: “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant“  Hymn 659 
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Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Intercessory Prayer 

Each petition ends: “God of grace” 
Response is “hear our prayer.” 
 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Choir Anthem: “Send Down Your Spirit, Lord” by Nancy Price & Don Besig 
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Receiving of Gifts 

(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit) 

As the Grains of Wheat 
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Offering Prayer 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving (Congregation sings highlighted text) 
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Preface 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; 
everything is filled with your glory. 
We give you thanks for your promise and presence which have 
sustained the faithful in this and every generation. 
Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, born of Mary, who in word and 
deed announced your gentle rule of justice, reconciliation and peace. 

On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; 
broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: 

Take and eat; 
this is my body given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

After the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his command to love one another, his life and death,  
his resurrection and his ascension, we pray for his coming again,  
even as we cry: 

Eucharistic Acclamation 
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that all of your promises may come to us 
and your whole creation. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 
And now, make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba 
as we pray: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever.    Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 

We commune by ‘Intinction’, by dipping the wafer in wine or grape juice. 
We are all guests at God’s table.  Everyone is invited to receive communion. 

(Please be seated) 
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Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymn: “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”  Hymn 656 

Post Communion Blessing 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and 
blood strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.   Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 

Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus,  Amen. 

Ministry Highlights 
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(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit) 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn: ”Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word” Hymn 663 
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Sending 

As God’s own, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
and patience, forgiving each other as the Lord has forgiven you, 
and crown all these things with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

Amen. 

(based on Colossians 3:12-14) 

 

Go in peace.  Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude:  “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” arr. Lorie Line 

 

Sermon Notes: 


