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Welcome, Friends in Christ,  

To assist in worship, this bulletin includes all portions of our service; 
prayers, readings, hymns, congregational responses in bold. 
We also provide activity bags for children.  You may request these from an 
usher to use during the service.  Please note:  The bags contain a treat. 
Whether you are first time visitors or long time friends returning to 
share in worship with us, we are grateful for your presence today.  

Liturgy:  From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003178.  Scripture:  Quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Music:  Reprinted / streamed with permission under Sunday & Seasons.com #SAS003178 
and/or ONE LICENSE #A-707376. All rights reserved. 

Now the Feast:  Text and Music:  Marty Haugen: ©1990, GIA Publications, Inc.  

 

Welcome:  Pastor Todd Bertani 

Call to Worship:  "Come, Christians, Join to Sing" arr. by Craig Courtney 

 

(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit) 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,ᵻ one God, whose compassion endures 

forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

(Brief silence for reflection) 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
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Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, Father, ᵻ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

Opening Hymn: “All Who Are Thirsty”  ACS Hymn 981 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus, the love of God and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
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Kyrie (Congregation sings the highlighted text) 
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Now The Feast (Refrain, Verse 1, Refrain) 
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Salutation 

Prayer of the Day 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call 
upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with  
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout 
the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 

First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-3 

1 But now thus says the Lord, 
he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name; you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, 
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the Lord your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
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Second Reading: Psalm 16:1-11   (read responsively) 

1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

2 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 
I have no good apart from you.” 

3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble ones 
in whom is all my delight. 

4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
or take their names upon my lips. 

5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 
you hold my lot. 

6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I bless the Lord, who gives me counsel; 
in the night also my heart instructs me. 

8 I keep the Lord always before me; 
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
my body also rests secure. 

10 For you do not give me up to Sheol 
or let your faithful one see the Pit. 

11 You show me the path of life. 
In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 
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Grace Talk:  Robbi Telfer 

 

(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit) 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel:  Matthew 16:13-26 

The holy gospel according to Matthew Chapter 16. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others  
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my  
Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell  
anyone that he was the Messiah. 
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21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid 
it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world 
but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated) 

Sermon:  Pastor Todd Bertani 
 

Sermon Notes: 
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Sermon Hymn: “In Christ Called to Baptize“  Hymn 575 
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Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Intercessory Prayer 

Each petition ends: “Merciful God” 
Response is “receive our prayer.” 
 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Choir Anthem:  “And the Father Will Dance” by Mark Hayes 
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Receiving of Gifts 

 

(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit) 

 

As the Grains of Wheat 
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Offering Prayer 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving (Congregation sings highlighted text) 
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Preface 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; 
everything is filled with your glory. 
We give you thanks for your promise and presence which have 
sustained the faithful in this and every generation. 
Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, born of Mary, who in word and 
deed announced your gentle rule of justice, reconciliation and peace. 

On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; 
broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: 

Take and eat; 
this is my body given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

After the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his command to love one another, his life and death,  
his resurrection and his ascension, we pray for his coming again,  
even as we cry: 

Eucharistic Acclamation 
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that all of your promises may come to us 
and your whole creation. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 
And now, make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba 
as we pray: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever.    Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 

We commune by ‘Intinction’, by dipping the wafer in wine or grape juice. 
We are all guests at God’s table.  Everyone is invited to receive communion. 

(Please be seated) 
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Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymn: “The Rice of Life”  ACS Hymn 965 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and 
blood strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus,  Amen. 
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Ministry Highlights (see insert) 

(You are invited to stand, in body or spirit) 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn: “Go the the World” ACS Hymn 991 
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Sending 

As God’s own, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
and patience, forgiving each other as the Lord has forgiven you, 
and crown all these things with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

Amen. 

(based on Colossians 3:12-14) 

 

Go in peace.  Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude:  “March” George Frideric Handel 

 

 

 

 

 


